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Drumming Up Relief for Local Cancer Organizations

Albuquerque, NM –  When Giselle Felicia Vivian, BM CHT, Founder of PROJECT HEARTBEAT, a music therapy and wellness consulting practice based in Albuquerque, New Mexico, launched her fundraising and outreach program Drumming Up Relief ( in 2005 after the Katrina Hurricane, her goal was to create a way of giving back in service to the community in partnership with the community-at-large.  On Saturday, September 15th, 2007 form 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM in Albuquerque, New Mexico, the drums will call out once again on behalf of “People Living Through Cancer” and the “NM Chapter of the American Cancer Society’s, Camp Enchantment and Sibling Camp”, 2007 recipients of the proceeds from SHARE THE RHYTHM! A Drumming Up Relief( Fundraiser & Community Rhythm Day.   

Vivian states, “When exploring organizations for my next fundraising efforts, it was my co-sponsor, Debra Fortess, owner of Apple Mountain Music, that suggested the cancer support community for consideration.  In the past couple of years I have had an aunt, Elena Galvez, pass at the early age of 62 as a result of Lymphoma, while another was diagnosed with Gallbladder cancer.  In addition, I can include my great grandfather, grandfather, father-in law who passed prior to me meeting him, a neighbor, my junior high english teacher, and my first music therapy client as individuals in my life who did and did not survive cancer.  In the Apple Mountain Music community, beloved musician and friend, Michael Carlson, passed last year.  It is in their names and that of all who travel the journey of a cancer diagnosis that we dedicate this event.” 

Drumming and rhythmic-music making have had a long history as a communal activity for celebration, unity, healing and learning.  SHARE THE RHYTHM! will feature participatory rhythm-based music-making activities targeting three age groups specifically: families with children 5+,  adults 21+ only, and community members ages 12+.  No previous experience is required and limited instruments will be available, so participants are encouraged to bring their own hand drums and percussion toys.  All children must be accompanied by a participating adult.  The event will be held at Apple Mountain Music, 10301 Comanche NE, Albuquerque  87111.  Registration is required and space is limited to 35 participants per session.  Registration must be received by  September 10th, 2007.  First come, first served.

Contact PROJECT HEARTBEAT: (505) 332-2141, or visit the outreach page at www.circles4drumming.com  to get current event info and download registration forms.  Individuals will also find links to the recipient organizations for further information about their programs and services.  Registration forms may also be picked up and dropped off at Apple Mountain Music.  
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